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children; and it is always wise to give assistance while a little help will prevent the necessity of greater.
' If you married imprudently, you miscarried at your own hazard, at an age when you had a right of choice. It would be hard if the man might not choose his own wife, who has a right to plead before the Judges of his country.
' If your imprudence has ended in difficulties and inconveniences, you are yourself to support them; and, with the help of a little better health, you would support them and conquer them. Surely, that want which accident and sickness produces, is to be supported in every region of humanity, though there were neither friends nor fathers in the world. You have certainly from your father the highest claim of charity, though none of right; and therefore I would counsel you to omit no decent nor manly degree of importunity. Your debts in the whole are not large, and of the whole but a small part is troublesome, Small debts are like small shot; they are rattling on every side, and can scarcely be escaped without a wound : great debts are like cannon; of loud noise, but little danger. You must, therefore, be enabled to discharge petty debts, that you may have leisure, with security, to struggle with the rest. Neither the great nor little debts disgrace you. I am sure you have my esteem for the courage with which you contracted them, and the spirit with which you endure them. I wish my esteem could be of more use. I have been invited, or have invited myself, to several parts of the kingdom ; and will not incommode my dear Lucy by coming to Lichfield, while her present lodging is of any use to her. I hope, in a few days, to be at leisure, and to make visits. Whither I shall fly is matter of no importance. A man unconnected is at home every where; unless he may be said to be at home no where. I am sorry, dear Sir, that where you have parents, a man of your merits should not have an home. I wish I could give it you. I am, my dear Sir,
' Affectionately yours,
'SAM. JOHNSON.'
He now refreshed himself by an excursion to Oxford, of which the following short characteristical notice, in his own words, is preserved :—•
i* * *i is now making tea for me. I have been in my gown ever since I came here2. It was, at my first coming, quite new and
1 Perhaps 'Van,' for Vansittart.         rately academic in all points : and he ' Lord  Stowell  informs  me  that     wore his gown almost ostentatiously.
Johnson  prided  himself in   being,     CROKER.
during his  visits  to Oxford,  accu-
handsome,ndividual i« coin mantled in consult the happiness o( others, yet the. harsh parent is lew to be vindicated than any odiei criminal, because he lewt provides for thts happineM of himself,' See, also/f'.f/, March ay, 1779. A passage in one of UciHwell'N Jrflttrs: ta Ttrnpfa (p, ill) may also be quoted here : 'The time mis when nurli a letter from iny father n» the one 1 en rlostj wouhl have depressed ; hut I mil now (inn, and, as my levered friend, Mr, Samuel JnhiiMiii, uitrd lo say, / fttl thf. /<mvWi,v.> t\f tin iiitlf/it'iiilt-Hl hull/tin Mm;; Imwevrr, it is hard that 1 cannot have die |mni'. satisfaction nf beinj; well with my father.1
